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SERMON 
ON DIVINE BENEVOLENCE. 
BY JOHN SAMUEL THOMPSON.* 
There was a rainbow round about the throne, in 
sight like unto an emerald. Rev. iv. 3. 

Professors of the religion of Jesus, I invite your 
attention this day to the contemplation of the good- 
ness of Almighty God. Perhaps some of you have 
to pass through the valley of humiliation, like your 
Master, surrounded with difficulties, dangers, and 
enemies. Reflect then on the eternal and immuta- 
ble covenant of mercy which Jehovah has made 
with the Redeemer, on behalf of mankind. 

By referring you to Gen. ix. 12—17; Isa. liv. 9, 
10; and Ezek. i. 28; you will hence perceive the 
propriety of selecting my text as a suitable subject 
for the following discourse. The bow is the token 
or pledge Jehovah has given to men of his merciful 
and benevolent intentions towards them. Yea, itis 
the seal of the eternal covenant of grace, that he 
will never leave nor forsake the offspring of Adam. 
This is manifestly evident from the green appear- 
ance of the rainbow, which indicates the eternal 
immutability of God’s covenant, and the unchange- 
able nature of the Divine benevolence. 

1. Divine goodness is manifested by animal sen- 
sations, which appear to be given solely for the 
gratification of animals. The more we investigate 
this proposition, the more abundant evidence will 
we have of its truth. There is not one of the ani- 
mal functions whose natural exercise is painful, nor 


is there one whose natural use is not productive of 


real pleasure. Hence it must be inferred that there 
is more happiness than misery in the present exist- 
ence. Were it not so, we would see all animals 
tired of existence, and watching for aw opportunity 
to throw off the burden of life, and return to a state 
of unconsciousness. But the reverse is the fact. 
Every exertion is used to prolong life, and protract 
the season of dissolution. Above, around, beneath, 
the air, the earth, the water, every tree, shrub, and 
leaf, teems with delightful existence. 

When we consider the fulness and extent of crea- 
tion, and that it is scarcely possible to fix the eye on 
a single spot in the vast universe of God, where 
there are not life and happiness; then calculate the 
sum ofenjoyiment. What an effort of benevolence ! 
What a display of the goodness of God !! 





_* Mr. Thompson was a preacher of the Methodist persua- 
sion, in Philadetphia. About three months since he became 
convinced of the truth of God's Universal and unchangea- 
ble love, and has since preached the same. Mr. T. first 
preached the Methodist doctrine in England 








Man’s nature is designed for some excellent pur- 
pose. The noble powers by which he is distinguish- 
ed, are intellectual, social, and moral. By the first 
he can observe the beauty and order of nature, in- 
vestigate the cause of its phenomena, and ascertain 
the laws by which itis governed. He can penetrate 
its secret recesses, and calculate the distances and 
movements of surrounding worlds, 

His social affections lead him out of himself, and 
attach him to his fellow-creatures; he rejoices in 
their joy, weeps for their woe, and feels himself 
bound by a thousand endearing ties. 

His moral faculties enable him to sit in judgment 
on his own conduct, and distinguish between good 
and evil. 

He can hold intercourse with the great Author of 
his being, whom, though shrouded from mortal 
vision, he can feel, and of whose presence he has an 
awful consciousness. 

Now, for what end can a being, so wonderfully 
endowed, be called into existence? Why such 
faculties given him? To adorn and secure the wi- 
umph of evil, and afford to the universe an eternal 
spectacle of majestic desolation, or fallen and per- 
verted grandeur? No! rather to add to the beauty 
of the fair creation, by proving that one principle 
pervades all, from the highestto the lowest, and one 
almighty good God directs all its operations. The 
highest order of intelligent creatures, who fulfil the 
highest counsels of the Most High, are filled with 
that adorable object whom they serve and contem- 
plate. Why then should man possess a nature 
which falsifies every appearance, disappoints every 
hope? A capacity which enables him to soar with 
the seraph, anda destiny which levels him with the 
brute? Fie on the meanness of the thought! 

From the attributes of the Deity we infer his be- 
nevolence to his creatures. All evil results from 
want, weakness, or error. From these three arise 
envy, malice, hatred, injustice, and every species of 
immorality. Tlowever, these imperfections bleinish 
the character of man; they cannot be ascribed to 
the all-perfect Jehovah. The doctrine that teaches 
endless sin and misery, or final destruction, suppo- 
ses either that God is implacable, or man irreclaim- 
able; but both are manifestly absurd. None can 
deny that God is appeasable, nor can any deny that 
infinite power and wisdom, joined to unbaunded 
goodness, are incapable of reclaiming man. Hence 
it will appear from the perfections of God, and the 
nature of man, notwithstanding all our present diffi- 
culties about the existence of natural and moral evil, 
that the benevolent Parent of mankind has accon» 
plished the best end by the best means. Infinite 








= 







Mie atad 








































oot 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 





ee 





goodness Will admit no attribute inconsistent with 
itself. We need only then a knowledge of the na- 
ture of an attribute, to determine whether it can be- 
long to the Deity. But if 
less misery on any being, it cannot be good ; it can- 


an attribute inflict end- 


Whatever makes a man more 
A goqd Be- 


ing will always cause an eacess of pleasure above 


not belong to God. 


miserable than happy, is positive evil. 


pain; but according to the doctrine of endless mis- 


ery, God, the good and just, inflicts an excess of 


pain on a great majority of his creatures. Can any 
human being consider what God is, and what end- 
less misery implies, and then affirm that the inflic- 
tion of the one ts consistent 
the other ? 
God. 
existence which he gave to mankind, but is alike 


Nor are there any traces of a partial 
He made nv distinction in the nature of that 
good to all. Whatever differeuces prevail are those 
of degree, and not of kind.  Partiality and caprice 
arte characteristics of imperfection, but cannot be at- 
tributed, by any enlightened mind, to the great and 
eternal First Cause. If our eve be evil, let us not, 
on that account, charge the Deity with injustice. 

Jeoovah’s justice, holiness, wisdom, goodness, 
and power, all harmonize ; they have been, and will 
be exerted successfully to a glorious result. There- 
fore let universal acclamations of praise spontane- 
ously burst from all mtellectual creatures, Alleluia, 
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 

God's design can be nothing less than the final 
and perfect happiness of his intelligent creatures. 
The formation of the universe and its superintend- 
ence, imply some wise and benevolent design ; for 
no one can suppose that God would choose evil for 
its own sake ; evil in his hands must be the instru- 
ment of good. This doctrine represents the eharac- 
ter of Jehovah in a glorious, affecting, and amiable 
light. 
what could determine him to cal] into existence a 


Could 


That is impossible ; for being infi- 


Being infinitely good, wise, and powerful, 


world of percepient and reasonable beings ? 
it be caprice ? 
nitely wise, he must act with a determined and wise 
That too is im- 
That 


also is impossible ; for a Being infinitely wise, good, 


Could it be weakness ? 
Could it be to occasion misery ? 


design. 


possible. 


and happy, cannot purpose misery for its own sake. 
This would imply a contradiction. Human inven- 
tion cannot suppose any other object than the be- 
stowment of happiness; therefore the great motive 
that induced the Deity to call a werld into existence, 
was the happiness of his creatures. Nor can the 
design of God be frustrated : for this would imply a 
power greater than Omnipotence; and to change, 
implies inconstancy, and defect in wisdom. Both 
suppositions are evidently absurd. Therefore, the 
conelusion that God formed man for happiness, and 
will bring him to it, follows irresistibly. 

The nature and design of punishment will not ad- 
mit the horrid doctrine of destruction, or eternal 
misery. The only defensible doctrine that can be 
given of punishment, is, the infliction of pain in 
consequence of neglect or violation of duty, with a 
view to correct the evil, or reform the delinquent. 
Hence all pain in the hand of God is corrective, 


with the attributes of 








and should be denominated chastisement. 


Lecis. 


lators never dreamed of more than three designs in 


punishment. 1. The gratification of a malignays 
revenge. This cannot apply to th 
Deity, he is subject to no passion whatever.—2. Fy 


passion, lb. @. 


ample ; but the doctrine I combat supposes all ex 
ample to be useless after death and judgment, 
3. Correction, with a view to the restoration of th, 
sufferer. Now all experience supports the assey 
tion that divine punishment is corrective, and fal 
fies the opposite doctrine. 

Task, What can render the punishment of <j, 
eternal? If it be replied, Sin is an infinite ey)! 
and therefore deserves everlasting destruction, } 
answer, The reply is truly pitiable. If the sin 9 
one man be infinite, how can another add to th: 
finity 2 What is infinite cannot be augmented. |; 
then one sin be infinite, there can never be a «&. 
cond: and by parity of reasoning, if one man suife; 
infinite pain or punishment, no more can suffer, nor 
be punished at all. For the first man suffered jj 
the infinite punishment due to an infinite demer 
consequently there cannot be more than one sinner 
nor more than one suiferer in the universe. There. 
fore, of all absurdities, infinite sin is the most 
finitely absurd ! 

Whoever inflicts pam with any other view t) 
the restoration of the offender to purity and hap; 
ness, is himself more criminal than the person bh: 
punishes. 

Hence it follows that no more pain can be ini) 
ed by a just God, than just what is necessary to 
produce reformation; and this notion of divi 
chastisement is highly consistent with the declare- 
tion of Seripture, which assures us that his anger is 
but for a moment, but his mercy endureth for ever 

The Scriptures fully testify the glorious good 
news to all men, that for them a Saviour is bora, « 
Son given, on whose shoulders is deposed t| 
government ; and that he will reign till all his en 
mies be subdued. He was manifested to destro 
the works of the devil, and to make an end of » 
by the sacrifice of himself; yea, the devil hiuse: 
will be destroyed by this mighty Conqueror, Heb. » 
15. Hence it evidently foliows, that if Paul speaks 
truth, and the oracles of God be regarded, sin, deat). 
hell, and the devil will all be equally, completely, 
and eternally annihilated, and chased from ty 
works of God, by Jesus the great Restorer. 

Though we see from the character of Deity, and 
the observation of his providence, that man was 
made for happiness, and the Scriptures assure us be 
shall attain it; yea, though it be manifest that th 
universal salvation of all men is the grand schem 
the Bible unfolds to our view ; yet for the sake ot 
some who are dull of apprehension, we shall ofle! 
line upon line, precept upon precept. 

Rom. v. shows grace reigning over sin and deatii, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. The gift takes ts 
rise from many offences, and proceeds to universal 
justification. The antithesis will be lost if we a7- 
mit any thing less than universal glory and happi- 
ness. The “many,” of the 15th verse, and the 
“all men,” of the 12th, are equally extensive, 204 
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explain each other. In the eighth chapter we find 
the whole creation groaning for that glorious im- 
mortality, that abundance of grace which comes by 
Jesus Christ. 

1 Cor. xv. 24—28, contains language clear and 
decisive, and in my opinion, is alone sufficient to 


establish the doctrine. The 55, 56, 57 verses, de- 
pote not a barren return to life, but to a glorious im- 
mortality, When death and hell will be destroyed, 
and all their captives liberated. 

Epiies. i. 9, 10. Col. i. 19, 20. Matt. xxviii. 
i8. John xvii. 2. All fulness of gifts and graces 
are given to the Saviour, that can be necessary to 
restere a sinful world; for this end he was mani- 
fested, 1 John iii. 8; and if we compare Psa. viii. 
5, 6. Heb. ii. 6, 9, we will find that he is triumph- 
antly successful. To effect the prosperity, univer- 
sality, and glory of the Mediator’s Kingdom, God’s 
wisdom, power, and truth are engaged, Isa. xlv. 23. 
Hence, Jesus having died for all men, God, through 
him, becomes the Saviour of all meu without ex- 
ception. 1 Tim. ii. 4, and iv. 10. Titus ii. 11. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
> 
REPLY TO INQUIRER’S INTERROGA- 
TIONS. 
(See page 350.) 

Inquirer asks, “ First. Was it not God’s design, 
in the creation of man, that he should enjoy and 
glorify his Creator, both here and hereafter ?” 

We answer, Yes. For we are assured, that “ all 
things were made by him, and for him.” Again. 
That God “hath created all things, and for his 
pleasure they are and were created.” It would be 
superfluous to multiply words to prove that God’s 
pleasure is the happiness of all, and that he has no 
pleasure in the death of the sinner. There is no 
man living, of any religious sect, who will contend 
that any of the human race enjoy God in this life, in 
the full fruition they will in.a future heaven, when 
they shall rise immortal. Consequently, we shall 
be permitted to say, that all men enjoy God, in a 
qualified sense, in this mode of being, by enjoying 
the blessings which he conters ; however ignorant 
they may be of the hand which bestows them. That 


God is, and will be, glorified by man in this node of 


being, we think is evident from the fact, that all ac- 
knowledge, however imperfectly, the great First 
Cause, in whom they live, and move, and have their 
being. But no man, we think, will contend, that 
any part of the human race ascribe glory to God, in 
this life, in the perfect manner they will do in the 
next. Therefore, Inquirer’s first interrogatory must 
be answered in the affirmative. 

“ Second. Are not God’s laws, both relative to na- 
ture and grace, determined accordingly ?” 

We presume Inquirer means by “ nature and 
grace,” the natural and spiritual states of man; or, 
in other words, that which regards the body as an 
animal, and that which regards the soul as an intel- 
lectual being. Therefore, we answer, Yes. To 
prove this, it is only necessary to appeal to any per- 
son conversant with the Scriptures, and ask, Do not 
the laws of God require that obedience which will 





make the obedient happy? and prohibit every thing 
which produces misery? To a reasonable mind, 
this one fact, independent of other testimony, is suf- 
ficient to prove the goodness of the great Father of 
mankind, and his unchangeable love for his children! 
The determinations of the Divine Mind have the 
happiness of the intelligent creation for an ultimate 
object. ‘Therefore, it would be absurd, to the last 
extreme, after admitting the foregoing positions, to 
doubt or deny the suffctency of the means, which 
God has determined, whereby to etiect his purposes ! 
Consequently, we read the succeeding interrogatory 
of Inquirer with astonishment.— 

“Third. Why is it, if this be the case, that we 
find man out of the channel that he was intended to 
run in? unless it is consonant with the design of his 
Creator, that he be constituted so far free, as to obey 
these laws and be happy, and in the end have ever- 
lasting life ; or disobey, and be unhappy, and in the 
end have everlasting death >” 

Did Inquirer ever read, “ By the law shall no 


’ Is it possible to 


flesh be justified in his sight?’ 
conceive a greater incongruity? To suppose or 
declare, first, that “ God’s design, in the creation 
of man,” was, “that he (man,) should enjoy and 
glorify his Creator, both here and hereafter 7” and, 
that “God's laws, both relative to nature and 


* that is, in sub- 


grace, were determined accordingly,’ 
serviency to his design in creation, and not so as to 
counteract his design; and then talk of a design to 
constitute man, so that man may not enjoy and glo- 
rify God, nor ever answer the purpose or design 
which God had in view in his creation? Let In- 
quirer recollect, that he has decided, that the “ chan- 
nel man was intended to ran in,’ 
glorify his Creator.” Man can never glorify his 
Creator, by having a power (call it a freedom, if you 
please.) to upset and destroy the design and deter- 
mination of his Creator! Surely, it isa very novel 
idea, that man can enjoy his Creator, by rendering 
his Creator’s designs tor his happiness abortive ; 


> isto “enjoy and 


and to plunge into nusery, would be a strange man- 
ner of enjoving himself! Let us suppose that In- 
quirer is a farmer. That he designs and determines 
that his extensive ficlds of corn shall yield a large 
crop, Which shall be safely stored in his garner; 
and, with a view to the accomplishment of his pur- 
poses, he makes his cattle free, to eat, and trample 
his grain under their feet. And this in consonance 
with his design to preserve his grain from injury, 
and to harvest it all! We appeal to the reader, and 
ask, Would the folly in the one case exceed that in 
the other? This is not all. Inquirer knew, when 
he designed to have and preserve a large crop of 
corn, that the free cattle would eat and destroy 
nine-tenths of it! Now it must be admitted that 
God, when he designed the creation of man, knew 
whether man would answer the purpose intended, 
or it follows conclusively, that God was ignorant 
of what would be the consequence of his own 
works! If this were admitted, the wisdom of God 
would be annihilated, and the Creator reduced to a 
level with blind foolish man. 

Paul says, (Rom. viii.) “ The creature [creation,} 








356 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


a 





was made subject to vanity [a sinful state,] not teil- 
lingly exovse, (gladly, and without a good end in 
view,} but by reason of him who hath subjected the 
same in hope.” Man may run in this channel, and 
he can never run beyond the wisdom, power and 
goodness, whereby God designs to effect his salva- 
tion! 
God designed what man’s destiny should be, asks, 
“ Fourthly. Is it not evident, that man’s destiny is 
determined by his actions ?” 

Now, we ask, If this is evident, is it not also evi- 
dent, that God designed that man’s destiny should 
And then, is it not 


Inquirer, strange to relate, after settling that 


be determined by his actions 2? 
of necessity the truth, that God determined or de- 
signed what man’s actions should be? Therefore, 
man is the agent, God the employer, who coerces 
him; but, with what freedom on the part of man, 
we leave the reader to decide! 

-Vote.—We consider the prophecies alluded to, to 
be fulfilled in Jesus Christ. We feel justified in 
this, since inspired writers have thas considered 


them. We shall not, however, presume to say, that 


they had no allusion to others. We think some of 


them had. 
—>- —-- 

YOUNG'S LETTERS. 
Universalism & Calvinism Contrasted. 
LETTER II. 

TO A FRIEND. 

The trade of idol-making is a very ancient busi- 
ness; and has been practised, with very little inter- 
ruption, since the days of Serah. The first step 
taken by almost every system-builder is, to fabricate 
a deity ; but it sometimes happens, that he finds one 
ready made to his hand ; in which case, he has only 
to furnish him with a set of attributes to suit his 
purpose ; and the temper and disposition of the 
workman, may be infallibly known by the attri- 
butes with which he equips his deity. Calvin was 
a tyrant; he caused poor Servetus to be burned, 
because he had the audacity to differ from him in 
opinion; being bred a Papist, he had contracted a 
fondness for the deity who presided over the inqui- 
sition, because he was supposed to burn all those 
in hell to all eternity, whom they burned here on 
earth for heresy; not because they had sinned 
against him, and had provoked him to bring them 
into existence ; but because he foreknew and de- 
creed they should become sinners, that he might 
thereby have an opportunity of displaying his al- 
mighty power, and gratifying his vindictive justice, 
by punishing them to the endless ages of eternity, 
for acting agreeably to the nature and dispositions 
with which he brought them into being. For the 
Calvinists assert, that the posterity of Adam, are 
born with the most invincible propensity to do evil, 
and as entirely incapable either to will or to do any 
good, as a dead man is to raise himself up, and per- 
form the actions and functions of a living person, 
without the special aid and assistance of the Spirit 
of God, which he has a free sovereign right, either 
to grant or withhold, which he exercises without 
any reference to the good or bad disposition, or 
conduct of either those whom he has elected from 





all eternity to everlasting life; or those consigned 


to eternal punishment by an arbitrary decree; as hye 
is supposed to be under no kind of obligation to the 
creatures he has made, and to have a free sovereiey 
right to do, as he pleases with them, as a potter ) 
with an insensible lump of clay. 

I readily grant that Christ has a sovereign righs. 
and am persuaded that he has a disposition to par- 
don Judas who betrayed him, and the Jews wh, 
murdered him, together with the whoie of the jp. 
habitants of Sodom, Samaria, and Jerusalem. By 
I positively deny that he has either a sovereign righ, 
or a disposition so devoid of mercy, as to create a) 
immortal rattle-snake, on purpose to make it etey- 
nally miserable, for acting agreeably to the na 
ture and disposition, with which he brought } 
into being. Would it not be amore safe and cey- 
tain method of gaining a true knowledge of th: 
moral character of the Deity, and his disposition 
towards the children of men, to collect it from th: 
divine precepts, and example of Christ, thant 
search for it in the works of Calvin, Edwards 
Toplady, &c? 

Christ tells his hearers in his sermon on th 
mount, Matt. v. 43. “Ye have heard that it ha 
been said, thou shalt love thy neighbour and har 
thine enemy.” Ver. 44. “But I say unto you, lov 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good: 
them that hate you, and pray for them that des 
pitefully use you, and persecute you.” He incu! 
cates these principles as corresponding with 1\y 
true moral character of the Father of mercies; for 
he subjoins in ver. 45, “that ye may be the chil 
ren of your Father which is in heaven; for | 
maketh his sun to shine on the evil and on / 
good,” &c. He further encourages them in th 
48th verse, to proceed in the practice of these god 
like virtues, that they might imitate the Deity in 
his moral perfections; saying, “ Be ye perfect, even 
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 

This is, undoubtedly, a true description of ' 
disposition and moral character of the greatest an‘ 
best of beings, which Christ wished his hearers | 
imitate, and certainly he could not have given us 4 
better pattern. 

And these divine precepts he sanctioned and 
confirmed by his own example. When 
ing the most excruciating torments on the cross, 
he prayed for his most bitter enemies and mur- 
derers, saying, “Father, forgive them, for the) 
know not what they do.” If, therefore, Christ pray- 
ed to his Father, and made intercession for thos 
who were murdering him, while in the most bitter 
agonies, who can reasonably doubt that he will not 
be disposed to intercede for the less criminal part 
of mankind; or that his intercession will not pre- 
vail with the Father of mercies to forgive them: 
Christ prayed for the whole promiscuous crov)- 
if they were not, nor will not be eventually pardon- 
ed, then Christ’s intercession for them is unavail- 
ing. If they are forgiven, it is very remarkable 
that none except Calvin’s elected, predestinated 
saints, should be the only persons concerned in cil: 
cifying the Saviour of the world. 


suffer- 
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The above principles and facts, do not evince 
the Deity to be such an inexorable, and cruel being 
as many well-meaning people have conceived him 
tobe. They should, therefore, be cautious, and 
not charge the Deity with partiality and cruelty in 
the dispensations of his providence, with the chil- 
iren of men. Christ assures us, in the 22d verse of 
the aforementioned chapter; “That whosoever 
«hall call his brother a fool, shall be in danger of 
hell fire.” What then must the danger of that per- 
son be, who calls his Maker a tyrant? God forbid, 
says the Calvinist, that I should call God a tyrant! 
1 only affirm that he has brought millions of human 
beings into existence, out of a state of non-exist- 
ence, in which condition they were incapable of 
either offending him, or suffering any inconveni- 
ence, whatever, knowing, and having predetermined 
that they should be punished in hell flames to the 
endless ages of eternity! Although I must confess 
it cannot be called a very merciful dispensation of 
Providence, I dare not call it tyranny. We are 
taught to believe that God knows every event that 
shall ever come to pass, he having established and 
fixed, every possible event by irrevocable decrees ; 
so that nothing can happen contrary to his sovereign 
appointments, as will fully appear by perusing our 
Westminster confession of faith, and catechism, 
respecting the above tenets, viz. 
Question. What are the decrees of God ? 
Answer. The decrees of God are bis eternal pur- 
pose, according to the counsel of his own will, 
whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained 
whatsoever comes to pass. He decreed that he 
would, in time, create a man and a woman, by the 
names of Adam and Eve, and constitute Adam the 
head and representative of all his posterity; that he 
would enter into acovenant with him, on condition, 
that if he abstained from eating the fruit of a certain 
tree, himself and all his posterity should be happy ; 
but if he tasted the forbidden fruit, himself and all 
his posterity should lose communion with God, be 
under his wrath and curse, and so made liable to all 
the miseries of this life, to death itself, and to the 
pains of hell for ever! And that in consequence of 
Adam’s transgression, all his posterity should be 
born with the most invincible propensities to do 
evil, and both a natural and moral incapacity of 
doing any good, or even to will to do a good action, 
and least their natural propensities to do evil, aided 
by the temptations of the devil, should not insti- 
cate them sufficiently to fill up the measure of their 
iniquity, the Deity is supposed to have decreed 
every evil action which they should commit; such 
as thefts, robberies, rapes, murders, &c. Fer all 
which crimes and abominations, he has also decreed 
to punish the greatest number of the souls which he 
has made, in hell, to the endless ages of eternity: 
for if the Deity has decreed whatsoever comes to 
pass, all these crimes and abominations have come 
to pass, and therefore must have been included; 
for, say they, since God is omniscient it is evident 
thathe foresaw from everlasting, whatever should 
come to pass; but there can be no prescience for 


must infallibly come to pass; consequently, the pre- 

science of the Deity cannot be antecedent to his 

decrees. They suppose that the Deity by a free 

sovereign act of partiality, he not being under the 

smallest obligation imaginable to regard the well- 

being of the creatures he has made, had chosen a 

certain number in Christ, unto everlasting glory, 

before the foundation of the world, according to his 

immutable purpose, and of his free grace and love, 

without the least reference to faith, good works, or 

any conditions to be performed by the creature ; 
and as he loved those he elected without any rational 

motive, so he also hated those he reprobated on the 
same ground, and left the poor wretched beings, 
which he dragged into existence under his unpro- 
voked displeasure, not to be governed by the free- 
dom of their own will, like moral accountable 
agents; but pushed on to the greatest degree of 
guilt and wretchedness, by acting as the Deity had 
foreknown and decreed they shoulddo! And the 
Deity is supposed never to have altered any of his 
decrees, except one, that would have operated mer- 
cifully in their favour; to wit: “In the day thou 
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.” For surely 
non-existence would have been at least a negative 
blessing, to all those who are supposed to be eter- 
nally damned! But they must again be rendered 
immortal, that they might be punished eternally 
for acting agreeably to the will of the Deity, by 
doing those things, and behaving in all respects, as 
he had decreed they should do; for it is absurd te 
suppose that the Deity should decree any thing con- 
trary to his will. If these doctrines be true, the 
Deity must certainly take great pleasure in the 
death and eternal damnation of sinners, otherwise 
he never would have constituted Adam their head 
and representative, and made their fate depend so 
entirely on his conduct, when he infallibly knew 
that he would eat the forbidden fruit, whereby his 
posterity were to lose communion with God, to 
remain under his wrath and curse, be made liable 
to all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and to 
the pains of hell for ever; for a crime committed by 
a person of his own appointment, some thousands 
of years before inany of thein were in existence, 
And in this deplorable condition are they supposed 
to be passed by, and neglected by the God that 
made them, with their natures so completely pol- 
luted and contaminated, and divested of all moral 
power of doing any thing to extricate themselves 
out of their deplorable condition, and God is sup- 
posed to have determined, previous to their exist- 
ence, to do nothing for them; but to restore their 
immortality, to render them capable of enduring 
eternal misery; and I have positively been told by 
a person of this persuasion, that should it please 
God to damn his wife and children eternally, he 
was sure he should rejoice in their misery! 

If the tenets of Calvinism are true, then are all 
the invitations and promises in the Old and New 
Testaments, to be considered to be delivered ironi- 
cally, with an intention to tantalize those poor mis- 
erable beings who were brought into this helpless 





future contingents: for what is certainly foreseen, 


condition by the appointment and decrees of Deity 
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God directs Ezekiel to say unto the children of 
Israel; “As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live.” This is plain, 
unequivocal language confirmed by an oath. Which 
ought we to believe, God or Calvin ? 

“ Look unto me and be ye saved all the ends of 
the earth, for Lam God and there is none else.” 
“ For I will not contend for ever ; neither will I be 
always wroth, for the spirit should fail before me, 
and the souls which I have made.” Quere. Does 
Giod ever make polluted souls? 

“For the Lord will met cast off for ever; but 
though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion, 
according to the multitude of his mercies. For he 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of 
men.” He afilicts and chastises, only to reform. 
“For Lam merciful, saith the Lord, and I will not 
Keep anger for ever. And so all Israel shall be saved, 
as it is written; there shall come out of Sion, the 
Deliverer, aad shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob. For God hath concluded them all in unbe- 
lief, that he might have mercy upon all. For this 
is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Sa- 
viour, who will have all men to be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth; for there is one God, 
and one Mediator, between God and man; the 
man Jesus Christ, who gave himself a ransom for 
ill, to be testified in due time.” Has Christ ran- 
somed all mankind, and yet left millions to perish 
eternally? “ He that loveth not, knoweth not God, 
tor God is love.” 

1 John iv. 14. “ And we have seen, and do testify, 
that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world ;”” and not of the self-elected only. “ And 
if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous. And he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world.” Quere. If Christ 
be the propitiation for the sins of the whole world, 
for whose sins are so many millions supposed to be 
eternally damned ? - 

Heb. ii. 8,9. “ Thou hast put all things in subjec- 
tion under his feet. For in that he put all things 
in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not 
put under him; but now we see not yet all things 
put under him. But we see Jesus who was made 
a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of 
death crowned with glory and honour; that he by 
the grace of God, should taste death for every man.” 
How then can it be affirmed that millions must perish? 
“Therefore, as by the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation; even so, by the 
righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all 
men, to justification of life.” Quere—If God jus- 
tifies all men, who shall condemn any of them to 
eternal punishment ? 

2Cor. vy. 14, 15. “For the love of Christ con- 


straineth us, because we thus judge, that if one died 
for all, then were all dead. And that he died for 
all, that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him who died for them, 
and rose again.” Here St. Paul and Calvin differ 
in judgment again; one believes that Christ died 





for all, and Calvin that he died for the elect only 
for those must be saved, for whom Christ died: 
otherwise he shed his blood in vain. Quere: Whici 
shall we believe? 1 Thes. v. 9. “ For God hath yoy 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by ou, 
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether 
we sleep or wake, we should live together with 
him.” (To be continued.) 
—_—< ge 
JOHN MURRAY, versus JOHN MURRAY. 

We received, some months since, a long commy- 
nication from a Calvinist at Jamaica, (L. I.) which 
is a repetition of a former one, and principally com. 
posed of common place and trite sayings, detached 
sentences from the Scriptures, we presuine, by ij 
of garbling! If this communication contained, jp 
the language of our Prospectus, “ strong argy- 
ments,” and were it twice its length, it should ty 
published. We, however, promised to notice this 
communication, on account of a charge it contains, 
reprobating the late Mr. John Murray, Pastor of 
the First Universalist Church in Boston, (Mass, 
As the charge goes back to “olden times,” delay has 
been necessary; most of that generation having 
gone to their long home; and few remaining w 
give information, who at the time were privy to 
the facts spoken of. The charge or accusation, js 
introduced as follows: 

“The poor Calvinist is in a terrible condition, 
you say: I grant it. Ifthey were at your disposal, 
poor John Calvin would roast forages. {This isa 
strange charge to prefer against Universalists!| Yo 
would try to make it appear, that they are in he!l in 
this world ; but we are told, that the rich man died 
before he lifted up his eyes in hell, being im torment 
{Remember, “To be carnally minded is death !” |: 
was the “O grave, where is thy victory !” 1 Co, xy 
that the rich man is figuratively represented as \it- 
ing up his eyes in. The same word in the origu 
that is rendered hell, in the parable, Luke xv 
This is not the place of rewards and punishment: 
[The Bible, though, says, “The righteous shall be 
recompensed in the earth, much more the wicked 
and the sinner !] but the world to come, where Mr. 
Murray is gone, to answer for the deeds done im the 
body, and for the les he told, when he said he was 
employed by the Rev. George Whitefield, as a 
preacher. But he was confounded, when he ws 
detected, as every Har will be at the bar of Go. 
If you are a stranger to his character, [ean give 
you some information. He was a weaver at Spiille- 
field, in England. [This would be a terrible crime, 
if it could be proved! A weaver! Horrible!!!) He 
secreted himself on board of the vessel, for two or 
three days. [To escape the penalty enacted aguist 
those who are convicted of the crime of weaving, 
we suppose!] And he tried to impose himself on 
the Rev. Doctor Rogers, in New-York, as a minis 
ter employed by Mr. Whitefield, but hie was soon 
detected; and if you inquire what his deportmen' 
was at Boston, you may hear what will not be to his 
credit, nor your approbation. [Quite likely !} 1 heard 
him attempt to explain away hell torments, by !'s 
sophistry. He is gone to try the realities of ete 
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nity. He said, to be punished with everlasting fire, 
and to be everlastingly in the fire, was two things. 
(| Who has the presumption to declare the contrary !] 
But you can see, that he possest the wisdom of a 
serpent, without the innocence of the dove. As you 
have retorted on Calvin, I have done no more than 
return the compliment. No offence, I hope.” &c. 
O, no! None at all. Only you will please to recol- 
lect, that John Calvin roasted M. Servetus at a slow 
fire, made of moist green wood! And John Murray, 
“you say, was a weaver!!! An excellent retort, this! 
We presume there were no looms in Calvin’s time, 
or he would have been a weaver, too, instead of being 
a butcher! 

Now we mean no offence, but we think our cor- 
respondent will wish she had been a weaving or 
knitting, (for she is a lady, we understand,) instead 
of improving upon old reports, whose origin is in 
the records of “olden times.” The real state of the 
case, in plain English, is as follows: 

Join Murray, the Universalist, came to New- 

"York betore the American revolutionary war; if 
we mistake not, about the year 1772. At that time, 
there was in New-York another John Murray, a 
Calvinist! It was common in that day, to distin- 
cuish them as, Salvation Murray, (meaning the 
Universalist,) and Damnation Murray, (meaning 
the Calvinist.) But, lamentable to add, for the 
consolation of our fair correspondent, it was “ Dam- 
nation Murray” who imposed himself, and not 
« Salvation Murray!” Damnation Murray was dis- 
carded by the Calvinists, and left the city! Salva- 
tion Murray, never solicited nor needed the counte- 
nance of the Rev. Dr. Rogers! But, in the enjoy- 
ment of the countenance and friendship of the great 
and good, (among whom was the truly illustrious 
tieorge Washington,) he spent a long life of useful- 
ness, and descended to the grave in serenity and 

peace, like “a shock of corn fully ripe.” 

If our correspondent disputes the truth of the 
above statement, we can give a reference to those 
who lived in the “ olden time,” and will still wit- 
ness to the truth! 

_—=f>—— 
A QUESTION FOR LIMITARIANS. 

Suppose two persons living at the same time, 
born with like advantages ; one of whom was noto- 
riously wicked. He was guilty of idolatry, thefts, 
murder, robbery ; and, in short, he violated all the 
commandments of God; his whole life was one 
continued series of sin and iniquity, characterized 
by every species of outrage, turpitude and crime. 
But, a few moments before his death, he was “ born 
agam, repented of his crimes—offered up prayers to 
God—thanked him for the manifestation of his 
goodness—then sunk into the grave : his spirit rose, 
eXulting, from the ruins of the tomb, and was waft- 
ed on seraphic wings, to the beatific mansions of 
the saints, in the paradise of God! 

But the other sustained a very different charac- 
ter; his whole life was spent in doing good ; sober, 
Upright, charitable, and humane, his governing prin- 
ciples were rectitude and integrity ; he visited the 
sick and imprisoned—fed the hungry—clothed the 





naked, and gave drink to the thirsty—his heart sym- 
pathized in the miseries of the afflicted, and his 
hands contributed liberally to their relief ; he also 
died, but without experiencing any visible change 
of heart ; his body was consigned to the tomb, and 
his spirit to the gloomy abodes of the damned in 
hell—to interminable misery and wo! 

This supposition is consistent with the Limitarian 
plan of salvation, and this is a specimen of what is 
called justice. 

Now will any who limit divine grace, be so good 
as to inform me, how the justice of an impartial 
God is manifested in the destination of these two 
persons ; and whether they are rewarded according 
to their deeds ? Her. of Salvation 

> 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

Messrs. Editors.— A few days since, being on a 
visit at the house of a good old uncle ef mine, who 
by the way is what they call an orthodox deacon, 
I found him looking over the Boston papers: among 
other things which seemed to fix his attention, was 
a subject proposed for discussion by the “ Boston 
Debating Society,” viz. “ Oughta parent in any 
case to disinherit a child?” My uncle seemed pe- 
culiarly interested with this subject, the more so, 
in consequence of his having the misfortune ot 
nourishing and bringing up, what is commonly cal- 
led, a “spoiled child.” 

The good old man, after a few minutes of silent 
reflection, heaved a deep sigh, and said, Hard, in- 
deed, must be the heart of that parent, that can en- 
tirely give up a child. I told my uncle that I be- 
lieved the subject was not stated exactly as it should 
be, and that it should stand thus: Ought a parent 
in any case to discard a child, when the parent has 
the power to reclaim, and make him a penitent and 
dutiful son? The old gentleman, with some warmth, 
replied, No man in his senses would propose a 
question like that, for the father must be worse 
than the evil one to be guilty of such a character. 
My only answer was, Be careful, my dear uncle, 
how you apply a character to the God you worship, 
which you very justly consider worse than that of 
the adversary. 

—=>—- 

Diep, at Hudson, (N. Y.) on the Ist of February, 
Doctor ALpneus Apams, aged about 40 years; a 
physician of the first reputation. In the death of 
this man, science has to mourn the fall of a bright 
column. Without the advantages of an academi- 
cal education he had acquired a soundness of rea- 
soning on every subject in which he engaged, rare- 
ly to be met with. In branches of science connect- 
ed with his profession, chemistry, botany, geology, 
he was surpassed in knowledge by few professors ; 
his reading was mainly confined to the limits of the 
healing art, with the addition of the Scriptures; in 
their elucidation he was clear and logical; and as 
an advocate for the unlimited grace of God, he 
boldly threw the gauntlet to the opposers of that 
grace. After an illness of ten days, and in the un- 
shaken confidence of the tath of the everlasting 
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gospel, his spirit departed to his Maker and God. 

Few men have fallen in this city so universally la- 

mented. Rel. Inq. 

From the ( Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
STRANGE FIRE. 

* And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took 
either of them his censer, and put fire therein, 
and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire 
before the Lord, which he commanded them not. 
And there went out fire from the Lord, and de- 
voured them; and they died before the Lord. 
Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the 
Lord spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them 
that come nigh me, and before all the people I 
wilt be glorified.” 

The strange fire which Nadab and Abihu offered 
betuie the Lord, no doubt signifies that zeal which 
is not according to knowledge, which too many 
ambitious pretenders mistake for a holy zeal, which 
induces them to present themselves before the peo- 
ple, inthe name of the Lord, when their object is 
to sanctify themselves in the estimation of the mul- 
titude, and gain the applause of men. These fiery 
Levites are numerous and succeed in deeeiving 
many. 

But the descerning may easily detect their preten- 
sions. Look carefully ; does the preacher seem whol- 
ly intent on presenting himself to an acceptable ad- 
vantage to the eyes of those who behold him? Does 
he manifestly endeavour to take an attitude and 
make an appearance which is pleasing to the vanity 
of pride and ostentation? ‘This man does not sanc- 
tify the Lord, nor does he aim to glorify the Lord 
before the people; but he endeavours to glorify 
himself. Does the minister say much about his 
love to the people, and his desire for their everlast- 
ing welfare ? He offers strange fire ; he endeavours 
to glorify himself; the glory of God is out of the 
Does the minister exclude any of the 


Then 


question. 
people from the grace and mercy of God? 
he does not glorify God before all the people. 

Reader, look out for Nadabs and Abihus. They 
are charmingly fascinating to pride and vanity ; they 
are in great earnest to secure us the favour of God, 
who is dishonoured by their impious pretensions. 

—>— 
ART OF BEGGING. 

The National Intelligencer, remarking on the 
begging system now in operation among the mis- 
sionaries, quotes the following from the “ Mission- 
ary,” a Georgia publication. 

“If we have not silver and gold, what we have, 
let us give unto them. Leet us first remember them 
at the throne of Grace, and when our hearts are 
warm ia imploring the blessings of Heaven upon 
them, our hands will be open to relieve their wants. 
There are still some needless expenses which we 
ean retrench, some superfluities with which we 
sould dispense, some ornaments about our persons, 
our houses, or our equipage, that are unnecessary, 
some luxuries that load our tables, that we do not 
need. We could wear our old garments a little 
longer, and when we purchase new ones, let them 





be purchased for durability and not for show. If s 
saving could be made of what is wasted and thiow) 
away, and expended for things worse than usej $s, 
and this thrown into the missionary treasury, there 
would be enough and to spare. We should remem. 
ber that we are fed while the beathen are hungry. 
that we are clothed and they are naked, that we ad 
basking under the sunshine of the gospel, whi) 
they are perishing for lack of vision, and the golden 
rule to do to others as we would that other shoy|g 
do to us.” &e. &e. 

Quere. Are not those clergymen, who gorge 
upon the best the market affords, and who are nox 
rious for extravagance in their living, under ob! 
gations to conform to that holy regime they are < 
solicitous to impose upon others? We recommen: 
the serious perusal of the above, to our New-Yor| 
Doctors of Divinity. Their thousands will adm 
of retrenchment. They, of all men, are bound to 
adopt that conduct they enforce upon others. 

—>——— 
THE WAY WE DO. . 

We Missionaries have a private seal, for our ey 
Look at this—An orthodox pub) 
cation, giving an account of the sickness and deat 
of Mrs. Kingsbury, the wife of a missionary, sy 
“She lamented her unfaithfulness ; but express 
a humble hope of her acceptance with God, throug 
When we wicked Up 


clusive benefit. 


the merits of a Saviour.” 
versalists, as our friends style us, “ express a hum} 
hope of the acceptance” of all mankind with G 
“through the merits of a Saviour,” a great hue ani 
cry is made! But when a missionary or a missioi 
ary’s wife, is about to die, they, in defiance of a 
their old opinions and hard speeches, fly to the des 
pised Universalists’ doctrine for shelter! — It is th 
“the merits of a Saviour!” All their repentance 
good works, long faces, long prayers, and long prt 
tensions, are found of no avail. If they ha 
consolation above the wretched stupidity of phan 
saism, it is derived from the doctrine of God's un 
versal and impartial grace. 
—>—— 

“Fle that will not reason, is a bigot; he that 
not reason, is a fool; and he that dares not reas 
is a slave.” 


-_ 


_—~— a> 
NOTICE. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishmen' 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Acaden 
Chrvstie-street, every Friday Evening, at halt-past 
o'clock. 
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